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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome Back to a New Academic Year!

We hope everyone had a restful summer and is ready for an exciting term ahead. It’s been
a busy start at Marling School, with lots already happening across the school community.

We’ve warmly welcomed our new Year 7 students, and hope they’re settling in well. Last
Monday, we celebrated the achievements of our GCSE and A Level students at the annual
Senior Awards Evening, featuring guest speaker Mr Max Marson, a former Marling student
who now works in the city as an investment banker.

Year 12 students kicked off the term with a lively welcome event—including inflatables!
Parents of Years 12 and 13 have attended their information evenings, and we look forward to
welcoming Years 10 and 11 next week.

Auditions for the school production begin next week—good luck to all those taking part!

We’re also preparing to welcome Year 5 students for their admissions tests tomorrow, as
planning for next year is already underway.

Finally, we’re proud to share that our Acting Principal and CBAT CEO, Duncan Cook, was
recently featured in Stroud Times’ Education Matters Q&A. If you missed it, you can read the

article here.

Wishing you all a restful weekend - we look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday!

Next Weeks Key Dates:
Commencing September 15th

Y7 Rugby v Archway kick off 3pm (home)
pick up 4pm

Y9 Rugby v Archway kick off 3pm (home)
pick up 4pm

1st Team Rugby v Malmsbury kick off
2:30pm (home) pick up 4pm

1st Team Football v Archway kick off
2:30pm (away)

Y10 Parents Information Meeting 5:30pm
Y11 Parents Information Evening 6:30pm



https://stroudtimes.com/education-matters-a-new-term-and-bright-horizons-ahead-for-marling-school/

Uniform Orders from Batemans
A reminder that Bateman'’s orders are in Reception waiting to be collected.

Digital Learning and Systems

Please click here to find a parental guide to our digital systems at Marling School to support learning and administration. This is particularly beneficial to our
new parents. It includes guides on how to login and who to contact if you or your child are having issues.

Textbook Information

From this year, students will no longer be given hard copies of textbooks to take home. Most subjects now use online resources, which are more accessible
and regularly updated. Due to budget pressures and frequent loss or damage of physical books, this change helps us manage costs more sustainably. For
subjects still using printed textbooks, copies will be available in class only. If students wish to buy their own copies, Heads of Department will share details
on where to purchase them—new or second-hand. We’re also exploring second-hand textbook sales with PSA (Parents’ Students Association) support. Pupil
Premium students will be supported through the Marling Promise.

European Day of Languages - Join the Duolingo Challenge

On Thursday 26th September, we'll be celebrating European Day of Languages across the school. Students will explore global languages through lessons,
assemblies, and fun challenges—with prizes up for grabs!

To mark the occasion, we’re launching the Marling Duolingo School League. Whether you're learning French, Spanish, German, or another language spoken
at home, you can join the league and compete to earn the most points. Teachers will be sharing sign-up codes via Teams from Monday, or you can join
directly clicking here.

Choose any language you like and see if you can beat your classmates—or even the teachers! We'll be tracking top performers each term, so now’s the
perfect time to start learning a new language.

Free Book for All Year 7 Students - Book Buzz Initiative

As part of our commitment to promoting literacy, we’re delighted to share that all Year 7 students will receive a free book through the Book Buzz
programme, generously provided by the charity Book Trust.

Students will be able to choose their book from a fantastic selection, which will be on display in the library during their library lessons. Please encourage
your child to take time to browse the options and complete their Book Buzz card with their chosen title.

The deadline for book selections is Friday 3rd October, so please ensure your child has submitted their choice by then.

Christmas Fayre: Let the Festive Preparations Begin!
We hope everyone had a wonderful summer and is settling back into the new school year. As autumn begins, we’re turning our attention to one of the
highlights of the term—the Marling School Christmas Fayre, taking place on Saturday 29th November, 12—-4pm.

Over the coming weeks, we’ll be reaching out for support to help make this event a fantastic fundraiser and a joyful celebration for our school and wider
community. We're already gathering prizes for the Christmas Raffle, and we’re incredibly grateful to the local businesses who’ve generously donated so far.
To make this year’s raffle our biggest yet, we’d love your help! If you're able to donate a prize—big or small—we’d be thrilled to hear from you.

Do you run a business, create handmade items, or work somewhere that could offer a product, voucher, or experience? We're also on the lookout for a
headline first prize, so if you can help, please get in touch.

To donate or arrange collection, please email Deborah Dominey

We Are Marling! ! : - Senior Celebration of Achievement Evening

On Monday evening, we held our annual Senior Celebration of

. Achievement, welcoming students and families of recent GCSE and A Level
graduates. It was a fantastic opportunity to recognise and celebrate their
hard work and accomplishments.

Year 12 Welcome Event: A Fun Start to Life at Marling Sixth Form

Our Sixth Form students started the year with a lively ‘It’s a Knockout’ inflatable
team-building event. The aim was simple: have fun, mix with new people, and build
connections beyond subjects and tutor groups.

It was a fantastic way to welcome those new to Marling and set the tone for a positive
and inclusive Sixth Form experience. Despite needing to reschedule, the event went
ahead smoothly and was a brilliant way to kick off Sixth Form life—full of fun, laughter,
and new friendships.



http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/mfqzmj
https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC68C40B8B0468C/Digital%20Learning%20at%20Marling%20School%20-%20Parental%20Guide.pdf
mailto:DeborahDominey1%40gmail.com?subject=
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School Production Auditions Next Week:

Auditions are taking place at lunchtimes and breaks
throughout the week:

Mon Lunch — Y9 (SB05)

Tue Lunch — Y10 (MU5)

Wed Break — Y12 (CA4)

Wed Lunch — Y12 & Y13 (MU5)
Thu Break — Y8 (CA4)

Thu Lunch — Y7 (MU5)

Fri Lunch — Y11 (MUS5)

All students who signed up are in the Production
TEAM, where they’ll find the schedule and audition

materials.

The cast list will be announced Monday 22nd

September, with rehearsals starting that evening

(3:15-4:30pm in CA4). All cast members must attend.

Sports Update
SOCS accounts
SOCS is a new platform we are using to advertise team selection and fixtures. Please click here to access a video advising how to set it up.

Seb at Wimbledon!

We're delighted to share that Seb in year 11 recently competed in the Play Your Way to Wimbledon
National Finals—and did brilliantly! Seb and his tennis partner faced tough competition, playing against
older and higher-ranked pairs, but won both of their group stage matches to reach the quarter-finals.
This incredible achievement placed them among the top eight pairs in the country and earned them an
extra day at Wimbledon. A fantastic effort and a moment to be proud of—well done, Seb!

Max’s Marathon for Cancer Awareness

Over the summer, Max in year 11 took on the
incredible challenge of running a solo marathon
to raise money for Pancreatic Cancer UK. Inspired
by the strength of his best friend Neesha—who
recently lost her mum, Anita, to pancreatic cancer.
As Max is only 15 he is too young to enter an
official marathon, so he ran it solo. Max managed
to complete the run despite almost having to
stop due to leg cramps and a calf tear. Max’s
determination and compassion are a powerful
reminder of the difference young people can
make. The link to the justgiving page is here.

New School Club: Fantasy Premier League (FPL) Club

We're excited to introduce the new FPL Club, where students can test
their football knowledge by picking real Premier League players and
scoring points based on their performance. It’s a fun and strategic
game open to all levels, encouraging friendly competition and
socialising across year groups (and even with teachers!).

To join, students must create an account on the FPL website. Year 7
and 8 students require parental consent, which will be managed on an
opt-out basis—please see the school website for details.

First meetings:

Years 7,9 & 11 — Wednesday 17th Sept, lunchtime in SB11

Years 8, 10, 12 & 13 — Thursday 18th Sept, lunchtime in SB18

Students should have their teams set up by Saturday 20th Sept to start
earning points. A league code will be shared at the first meeting to join
the official Marling School league.

If you would like any information about school clubs this can be found
here and also on the school website.

Fundraising Event for Longfield Hospice

Marling are hosting a very exciting fundraising event,

Me, Models and Mayhem on Friday 3 October 7:30pm

- 9:30pm. Tickets are £15 each and all funds raised

from ticket sales and donations on the night go towards
Longfield’s Hospice care services. Please click here to find
out more and purchase your tickets.

There have been no fixtures this week, but several extracurricular sports clubs have now started. You can view the full list of available clubs on our website of
by clicking here. Please note that external clubs are paid activities. If a student is interested in joining a new external club, they’ll need to collect a letter from
the coach to get started.

Follow Marling School’s PE department on Instagram at @Marling.PE for more updates, photos, and highlights from our sports activities.


https://cbat365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/l_price_marling_school/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fl%5Fprice%5Fmarling%5Fschool%2FDocuments%2FExtra%20Curricular%2FMeeting%20in%20SOCS%2D20250910%5F115954%2DMeeting%20Recording%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E1daed8c3%2Deb24%2D4c8e%2Da414%2Dddf63be07c10
https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC68B9A6385CC09/Extra%20and%20Super-Curricular%20Activites%202025-2026%20Term%201.pdf
https://www.justgiving.com/page/max-dermont-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC68C4277F233ED/Clubs%20Sep%202025.pdf
https://longfield.org.uk/our-event/me-models-and-mayhem/

