Monday 20 October
Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Friends of Marling School,
End of Term Letter - October 2025

As we reach the end of a very full and successful first half-term, | would like to thank you for your continued
support and to extend special recognition to our students and staff for the energy, commitment and care they
have shown throughout these opening weeks. We are proud of all that has been achieved this term.

It has been a privilege to see so many students engaging with school life, including the extensive list of
enrichment and extra-curricular activities and House events. Year 7 students have settled brilliantly into school
life and showed great character and team spirit on their residential camp, and our Spanish linguists enjoyed an
inspiring trip to Madrid. These opportunities and experiences reflect our belief that education is not only about
academic achievement, but also about growth, connection, and contribution to the wider world.

We have also greatly appreciated the opportunity to connect with many of you through our Parent Information
Evenings and the ‘Meet the Principal’ event. Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend and share
your views. We are sharing a copy of the Meet the Principal slides for those who were unable to join us. Your
feedback and partnership remain vital as we continue to strengthen our systems, communication, and shared
sense of purpose. | genuinely believe this is an exciting time for Marling School.

Looking ahead, next half-term brings another full and busy calendar of events and opportunities. Please see
the term dates and events below. | would also like to inform you that we have needed to add an additional
INSET day on Thursday 14th May to ensure we meet our full training requirements for staff.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff for their unwavering dedication and care. Their work
every day makes a real difference to the lives of our young people, and | am incredibly grateful to them all. May
| also say a special thank you to you — our parents, carers, and families — for the trust you place in us and for
the role you play in supporting our students and our community. A special thank you also goes to our fantastic
PSA for their hard work in preparing for the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 29th November: their time, effort and
generosity are greatly appreciated, and | hope that as many of you as possible can attend, join in the fun, and
contribute by purchasing raffle tickets! Thank you for your support.

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks and best wishes to two valued members of our school
community who are moving on to new adventures. Mr Paul Baildon is retiring after an incredible 17 years of
dedicated service as one of our Science Technicians. His support and expertise have been greatly appreciated
by staff and students alike. We also bid farewell to Mrs Nikki Embling, who is taking up an exciting new role as
Office Manager in a primary school after 12 years of dedicated service in our school office. We thank them
both for their commitment and contributions over the years, and we wish them every happiness and success in
the future.

I hope the upcoming break offers everyone a well-earned chance to rest and recharge after a strong and
positive start to the academic year. When we return after half-term, we will carry forward the momentum,
ambition, and shared sense of purpose in what we can achieve together.

With warmest regards,

Mr Duncan Cook
CEO & Acting Principal, Marling School
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SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER, 12 - 4PM
Marling School Dining Hall, Cainscross Rd, Stroud GL5 4HE

Scan the QR code on the right for up to date info on Facebook. O

The nearest free parking can be found at Cainscross Car Park,
: Westward Road, GL5 4JW. What3Words: //served.atlas.pixel.
Charity Number: 126554 Unfortunately parking is not available at the school. [




Key Dates for Term 2

Date

Event/Activity

Time

w/b 3 November

Year 11 Mock Examinations

Friday 7" November

Japanese students visit to school

w/b 10" November

Year 11 & Year 13 Mock Examinations

Tuesday 11™" November

Year 8 to Bletchley Park

Thursday 13™ November

Year 8 Parents Evening (BC) - Online

4:30pm —7:30pm

w/b 17" November

Year 13 Mock Examinations

Monday 17" November

Year 11 Language Mocks (Speaking)

Tuesday 18" November

Year 13 Geology Fieldwork

Wednesday 19" November

Year 11 Language Mocks (Speaking)

Thursday 20™" November

GCSE Music Performance Recordings

Thursday 20™" November

Sixth Form Open Evening (School closes at 1:50pm)

5:00pm — 8:00pm

Friday 21% November

Year 11 Berlin Trip (4 days)

Tuesday 25" November

Year 12 Biology in Action

Wednesday 26" November

Year 12/13 CERN Trip (3 days)

Thursday 27™" November

Year 8 Parents Evening (EFG) — Online

4:30pm —7:30pm

Saturday 29" November

Christmas Fayre / Rotary Chef Competition

Wednesday 3™ December

Paris Art Trip (4 days)

Thursday 4™ December

Year 12 Maths in Action

Thursday 4™ December

Year 13 Parents Evening — Online

4:30pm —7:30pm

Monday 8" December

Year 10/11 Trip to Bath

Monday 8" December

Year 11 Drama Examinations

Tuesday 9™ December

Year 11 Drama Examinations

Wednesday 10" December

Year 11 A Christmas Carol

Thursday 11™ December

Nasal Flu Programme

Friday 12" December

Nasal Flu Programme

Friday 12" December

Year 11 Geography Trip (Bristol)

Monday 15" December

Year 13 Drama Examinations

Tuesday 16" December

Year 13 Drama Examinations

Tuesday 16" December

Year 12 Geography Fieldwork (Stroud)

Wednesday 17" December

Year 10 A Christmas Carol

Thursday 18™ December

Christmas Carol Service (St. Laurence’s Church)

6:00pm

Friday 19'" December

Last Day of Term 2 (School finishes at 12:30pm)

12:30pm




Term Dates — 2025/26

Start of Term 2: Monday 3™ November

End of Term 2: Friday 19" December (12:30pm close)
INSET Term 3: Monday 5% January (INSET Day — Staff Only)
Start of Term 3: Tuesday 6™ January

End of Term 3: Friday 13" February

Start of Term 4: Monday 23™ February

End of Term 4: Friday 27" March

Start of Term 5: Monday 13" April

INSET Term 5: Thursday 15" May (INSET Day — Staff Only)
End of Term 5: Friday 22" May

Start of Term 6: Monday 1% June

End of Term 6: Friday 17" July (12:30pm close)

INSET Term 6: Monday 20" July (Disaggregated)

Full term dates for 2026/27 will be published in the first week back after half term.



