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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been full of exciting events and activities. Our Christmas Fayre was
a wonderful success—the school was bustling with a fantastic festive atmosphere,
and we’d like to thank the PSA for their incredible effort in organising such a
memorable event.

Last Saturday, we were proud to host the Rotary Chef competition, where students
impressed everyone with their creativity and delicious dishes. On Wednesday, the
Paris Art Trip set off, giving students the chance to explore art and culture in one
of the world’s most inspiring cities. Sixth form mathematicians attended a Maths
in Action event at Warwick and we had a Year 13 Parents’ Evening, both of which
provided valuable experiences for students and families.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to our food bank appeal. We
know times are challenging for many, and your generosity is deeply appreciated—
especially at this time of year.

Looking ahead, next week will be a busy one for our students, with a Latin trip to
Bath, a Geography trip to Bristol, and a visit to see A Christmas Carol. And don’t
forget—Thursday is Christmas Jumper Day!

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.



https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC693306C4C4340/Marling%20PE%20Newsletter%2005-12-2025.pdf

Sports Update: Click for the PE Newsletter with match reports, upcoming fixtures, and all the latest sporting news.

Christmas Jumper Day

Christmas jumper day is on Thursday 11 December. Students need to wear their uniform but with their jumper in place of their blazer.

Christmas Dinner

Christmas dinner on Wednesday 17 December is prebooked. No other food is served on this day in the Dining Hall, so please bring in a packed lunch.
Suggested donations to Save the Children of £1.50 made via ParentPay

Marling School Carol Service

Our annual Carol Service will be held at 6pm on Thursday 18 December at St Laurence Church, Stroud. Enjoy an evening of music, carols, and seasonal
readings. Entry is free, but donations to the church are appreciated. Seating is limited, so please arrive early. Families of performers will receive further
details separately.

Attendance Advent Countdown

The Attendance Team is running an advent calendar-style countdown to the holidays. Students can enter the daily prize draw simply by arriving on time,
with allowances made for public transport delays. Prizes include free meals in the cafeteria, queue skips for the remainder of this term or even the entire
third term, as well as tubs, boxes, and bars of chocolate and bags of sweets.

Students Have a Smashing Time at CERN Particle Collider

Last week 30 A Level Physics students had the exciting opportunity to visit the CERN Laboratories to see the Large
Hadron Collider in Geneva, Switzerland. This was a fantastic opportunity for students to enrich their A Level studies
in Particle Physics and experience cutting-edge research up-close. Students learnt about fundamental particles and
research into dark matter and anti-matter. In addition to visiting CERN experiments, students visited the Geneva
History of Science Museum showcasing a selection of historic science artefacts in stark contrast to CERN’s modern
facilities.

Rotary Chef Competition

Last Saturday was a busy day at Marling School. As well as the Christmas Fayre we also had the Rotary Chef
Competition. In Year 9 Henry, Stanley, Alex, Magnus and Sam competed, and in Year 10 we had Jack, Andy and Aaron,
who was the overall winner. He will be going through to the district competition.

Year 12 Biologists Explore Frog Anatomy in Dissection Club

This week, our Year 12 Biology students had an exciting hands-on experience at Dissection Club, where they explored the
intricate anatomy of frogs. A highlight of the session was examining a gravid female filled with eggs, as well as discovering the
fascinating “fat bodies” — small, yellow, banana-shaped organs that store fat. It was a memorable opportunity to deepen their
understanding of amphibian biology!

GCHQ’s National Language Competition

There was fierce competition all week with over 2500 teams from across the UK putting their
language skills to the test and battling it out for the top spot on the leaderboard. It was a closely
fought race right up to the end with teams pulling out all the stops to crack those codes and solve those language puzzles! Our
top team were ranked 440 nationally. Congratulations to Haroun, Niall, Stanley and Arnav who were the winners. The top 5
teams in the school will receive their certificates and prizes in the upcoming House Assemblies.

Marling Graduate Returns to Share Creative Journey

This week, ex-Marling pupil Jose-Maria Kimburi, a member of last year’s Year 13 cohort, visited the school. Currently on a gap
year before beginning his Geography studies at Swansea University, Jose shared details about his self-published book—available
through Amazon and Waterstones—and his YouTube channel. He delivered short talks to Year 8 and Year 12 classes, discussing
his book, upcoming projects, and plans for a second release in February. Links to his book and channel are included below. Jose
exemplifies the Marling values and what it means to be a Marlingtonian.

Christmas Door Competition

The winner of our Christmas Door Competition was in first place Ms Jess Ashley, Head of English and Drama with her gingerbread themed door. In second
place was the cleaning team with their door decorated with snowmen and text aptly encouraging the fundraising taking place for the Christmas Fayre. In
third place was Ms Nicola Thompson’s mathematical advent calendar.



https://www.amazon.co.uk/18-Reflections-Divides-Epidemics-Generation/dp/1919357319/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JR43IY4NVOQH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6bg2IvPPwJWE0seeAqdDT90zdVgnL46H-ZTG4AShhObGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps._KkZn59bQoWYGs2o4lK2TJIoIDZEpzdjMTV6Mrxrplg&dib_tag=se&keywords=jose+maria+kimburi&qid=1764758514&sprefix=jose+maria+kimburi%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-1
https://www.waterstones.com/book/18-reflections-divides-epidemics-and-the-generation-caught-in-between/jose-maria-kimburi//9781919357317
https://www.youtube.com/@JKimburi
https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC693306C4C4340/Marling%20PE%20Newsletter%2005-12-2025.pdf

Christmas Fayre Success!

Last Saturday, Marling School was buzzing with festive cheer as our annual Christmas Fayre welcomed families,
friends, and the local community. From start to finish, the event was consistently busy, creating a wonderful
atmosphere that truly captured the spirit of the season.

Visitors enjoyed a fantastic array of stalls, including ten run by our talented students who did us proud with their
creativity and enthusiasm. It was heartwarming to see so many people come together to support the school and
celebrate the festive season.

We are thrilled to announce that the Fayre raised an incredible £6,418.82 (including £5000 from the raffle alone)

so thank you so much to everyone who came along and who bought a raffle ticket. These funds will go towards
building a new outdoor covered area for students to use during break and lunchtimes which will be a space that will
benefit the whole school community.

This achievement would not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of our parent and student

helpers. In particular, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the main Christmas Fayre Team and PSA
members:

Main Fayre Team:
Emma Darbyshire, Rachel Preece, Alison Merriman, Deborah Dominey, Claire Whitehead.

PSA Coordinators:
Tom Redfern, Maureen Newton.

Thank you also to all of our parent helpers:

Sian Simon Marianne Morris Mani Redfern Ali Cook

Nicola Evans Dianna Holban Cam Lombardi Becky Benson
Kerry Fraser Audrey Ghaney Jo Roberts Kathryn Banks
Susie Beard Hannah Payne Mel Oliveira Kinga Kaczuba
Charlotte Ansell Czerwinska Katja Baczko Olivia Wordsworth
Claire McCarron Anna Katie Helen Williams

Your support made this event a huge success, and we hope it put everyone in a truly Christmassy mood! Thank you
to everyone who came along, and we look forward to seeing you again next year.

Thank you to Alison Woodham for the beautiful photographs. You can view more of her work on her website here.
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https://www.alisonwoodhamphotography.co.uk/

