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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we wrap up an incredible term, this week has been full of festive cheer and
memorable experiences. From delicious Christmas dinners served on Wednesday
to the uplifting Carol Concert that was held yesterday evening at St Laurence’s
Church, the school has truly embraced the holiday spirit.

Our drama students have been showcasing their talents in exams, and Year 10 this
week had their turn to see A Christmas Carol — a perfect seasonal treat (and also
part of their GCSE curriculum).

Last week, Year 11 explored regeneration on their Bristol trip, while Year 12 went
into Stroud Town Centre for their Geography fieldwork. It’s been a busy and
rewarding time for all year groups.

Thank you to everyone for your hard work and enthusiasm throughout the term.
In the new year we look forward to the Year 11 Information and guidance
meetings where every student meets with a senior member of staff to discuss post

16 options.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! See you on Tuesday 6
January for an exciting start to 2026!
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Drama Students Complete Their First Exams

A huge well done to Year 11 and Year 13 Drama students for completing their first practical exams
over the last fortnight. Year 11 devised socio-political pieces in the style of Splendid Productions or
Brecht, choosing to explore topics such as media sensationalism, peer pressure, and corruption in
corporations. Year 13 devised a socio-political piece in the style of Splendid Productions, presenting
a modern retelling of the story of Medusa, linked to real life stories on victim blaming. All students
worked exceptionally hard to prepare for their performances. B \t

End of Term Attendance Update

As we wrap up the second term, attendance has dipped slightly
due to the flu affecting the UK. Despite this, our Advent-style
countdown brought festive cheer, with students earning treats
like chocolates, queue-skips, and free meals. Congratulations
to Fuller, winners of the Term Time Cup with 95.6% attendance,
closely followed by Carter at 95.2%.

Geography Trip to Bristol

Last week, Year 11 geographers visited Bristol to study urban regeneration. Highlights included
exploring Cabot Circus—a striking shopping and leisure hub that has revitalised the city centre—and
2°°= enjoying a boat ride through Bristol Harbour to see regeneration along the waterfront.

Geography Trip to Stroud Town Centre

== Our Year 12 Geography students visited Stroud Town Centre as part of their A-level Changing

;;:‘%Q Places topic. The aim was to explore how Stroud’s character has evolved over time and how this
~= is perceived by different groups. Students carried out a place-based investigation, collecting both

guantitative and qualitative data. Methods included environmental quality surveys, questionnaires with local residents and visitors, and photographic
evidence to capture the town'’s distinctive features. They examined factors such as regeneration, sense of place, and contrasting perceptions between
historic areas and newer developments. This hands-on experience helped students apply key concepts like place, identity, and lived experience, deepening
their understanding of how places are shaped by physical, social, and economic processes. A big thank you to the local community for their cooperation and
to staff for supporting this valuable learning opportunity.

Ritangle Maths Challenge

Congratulations to Max, Thusith, Ben, Mark, Jedd, Jake, Lewis, and
Seth for taking part in the national Ritangle maths competition!

This challenging contest released weekly problems, culminating in

a final question on Friday 5 December. The team showed incredible
dedication—working late in school and continuing over the weekend
to submit their answers. We’re eagerly awaiting the results, but their
teamwork and enthusiasm for maths deserve huge praise!

Author Tom Palmer to visit Year 7 and 8

On Monday 19 January, Marling School will welcome acclaimed children’s author Tom Palmer for an inspiring day
with our Year 7 and Year 8 students. This event marks the launch of the National Year of Reading 2026, a campaign
by the National Literacy Trust and Department for Education encouraging everyone to “Go All In” for reading.

Tom will share insights into the craft of writing, the power of perseverance, and the historical research behind

his novels. His stories often explore themes of courage, morality, and remembrance—particularly relevant as we
approach Holocaust Memorial Day.

THE WAR . . . s . .
If students would like to bring a book for Tom to sign, his titles are widely available from Amazon, Waterstones,
WHSmith, and local bookshops. It would make the perfect Christmas gift! Free first chapters of all his books are
available by clicking here.

, TOM PALMER I
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Celebrating Success at the UK Bebras Challenge

We are thrilled to announce an outstanding achievement in this year’s UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge. A remarkable 116 of our students
earned Gold Certificates, placing them in the top 10% nationally. The Bebras Challenge is a prestigious competition that tests problem-solving and logical
thinking skills through engaging computational tasks. Achieving a Gold Certificate is no small feat, it reflects exceptional talent and dedication.

Best in school awards:
Juniors - Finn (Year 7) Intermediates - Jayden (Year 9) Seniors - Nathan, Thomas, William (Year 11) Elites - Seth (Year 12)

Particular congratulations to Jayden who not only achieved a Best in School award for the Intermediates category but also ranked
joint 1st Nationally among 268,614 participants in his age bracket.

This success highlights the incredible effort of our students and the support from our staff in fostering a love for computing and
critical thinking. Certificates will be handed out in the new year and those who achieved a Gold certificate will be invited to take
part in the Bebras Coding competition which takes place in March.

Congratulations to Johannes!

A huge well done to Johannes, who has been crowned Gloucestershire Indoor Under-13 Champion in Sports Hall Athletics! This
exciting indoor version of track and field includes a mix of running, jumping, and throwing events. Johannes competed through
his running club at the Gloucestershire event and impressed with his performance. He will now go on to represent the South
West at the regional championships in March. Best of luck, Johannes!
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